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FOREWORD 
 
 
The following is the transcript of an oral history interview recorded digitally. Since only minor 
emendations have been made, the reader should bear in mind that he is reading a transcript of the 
spoken rather than the written word. Additionally, no attempt to confirm the historical accuracy 
of the statements has been made. As a result, the transcript reflects the interviewee's personal 
recollections of a situation as he remembered it at the time of the interview. 
 
Editorial notes and additions made by CAP historians are enclosed in brackets. If feasible, first 
names, ranks, or titles are also provided. Any additions, deletions and changes subsequently 
made to the transcript by the interviewee are not indicated. Researchers may wish to listen to the 
actual interview recording prior to citing the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 
 
 
In this oral history interview, Mr. Donald N. Hancock recalls his time as a Civil Air Patrol Cadet 
in the Lewiston-Auburn Squadron 112 during the Second World War. Of particular interest are 
his recollection of his first flight, and what it was like traveling across the country in the service.  
 
The interview begins with his experiences as a young person and working for the owner of the 
local airport before he was drafted into military service and deployed to the Pacific Theater of 
Operations. This interview also includes a discussion of several period photos and documents, 
which are included in the appendix.  
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CAP ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

 

 

Number:                                                          WNER.14-1 

Digitally Recorded Interview With:                Mr. Donald Norman Hancock 

Location of Interviewee:                                 Norway, Maine 

Conducted by:                                               2d Lt Joshua B. Bell, CAP 

  
B:   Today is June 7, 2014. I am second Lieutenant Joshua Bell of Civil Air Patrol. Lieutenant 

Colonel Frank Poacher, Minute Man squadron out of Marlboro, Massachusetts.  Could I have 

you say your name for the record, sir? 

H:  Donald Norman Hancock. 

B:  When and where were you born? 

H:  In Lewiston Maine. August 14, 1926. 

B:  What were your parents' names? 

H: Father Chelsea W. Hancock. Mother was Emily Sophie Vermette. 

B:  How do you spell that? 

H:  VERMETTE. 

B:  What did they do? 

H:  My father was a railroad laborer and my mother was a homemaker. 

B:  What railroad did you dad work on? 

H:  Maine Central. 

B:  Did you have any siblings? 
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H:  No. 

B:  What was it like growing up in the 1930's? 

H: Well of course being a youngster at the time it was a learning experience that's all for how 

things went. You accepted daily life as it came. No anxieties about it, we just roll with the 

punches. 

B:  The Depression didn’t affect you? 

H: Oh sure, we had the unemployment in the region like everybody had, and you just get by with 

less. You didn’t have luxurious things. I don't know what else to say there. 

We had a very industrial area in Lewiston in Auburn, with textiles and shoe manufacturing. Then 

of course in the mid-thirties there somewhere there was a very serious strike in the shoe industry 

and that put people in bread lines and really made it difficult for a time. But they got over it, they 

got over it. 

B:  Do you have any history of military or national service in your family? 

H:  My father was in World War I, but he never went overseas. It ended not too long after he 

entered because of the timing. But yes he was in World War I.1 

B:  What unit was he with? 

H:  Oh I don’t know I might be able to look it up. I've got his discharge papers but not at my 

fingertips. 

B:  No worries, no worries. How connected where you with the global situation in Europe when 

war broke out? 

H:  When the war broke out I was a school boy of course then in high school. I didn't have much 

connection with that other than as the draft called up the young men around the country it made a 

lot of job openings. I had a few small jobs at a young age. It gave me some varied experiences 

                                                
1 His Father was in the 151st Depot Brigade, U.S. Army 
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over a short period of time. You might have called me a job hopper then because the next place 

looked pretty good all the time. 

When the war started in ‘41 or something I was quite young. But in ‘44 I went to welding school 

and became a welder at the Bath Ironworks where they built Navy ships. Then from that I got 

interested and I changed from that and went to work for Roland Maheux that you’ve seen on 

some of the paper there. He owned a small airport and I went to work for him. 

B:  I forgot to ask what high school did you go to? 

H:  Town of Mechanic Falls. It was simply that Mechanic Falls High School. 

B:  How far away from Lewiston-Auburn is that? 

H:  Ten miles. 

B:  You said you went to work at the airport. What did you do? 

H:  I was just a pair of hands. I'd fuel up the planes and move them about, and do maintenance at 

the airport there. I'm thinking now; mowing and repairing holes and so forth. 

I don’t know if I'm getting a head of my story, when I went to work for this man he needed some 

help because he'd lost two employees to the war effort. So he had an extra business which was 

pinball machines and jukeboxes, because he lost his servicemen for that. Anyway he trained me 

to work on that so he could do his other aviation business. 

When I first went to work for him he had a small strip near the municipal airport in Lewiston-

Auburn. The military took that over for training, and I think they trained British pilots there, but 

I'm not sure. Anyway they built a fence around and had an entrance gate with Marines guarding 

it. Anyway the local fling had to be moved out, so this Mr. Maheux bought a piece of land out of 

town a little bit because there was a no fly zone now with that military involvement. So he 

moved and found this place outside of the no fly zone. And we ended up there with 1800’ grass 

strip, and we were at 720’ elevation. It made a good place for all the private plane owners to 

have a base. 
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Anyway that developed into the local Squadron 112 of the Civil Air Patrol. This Roland Maheux 

became the captain of Squadron 112. In that packet I gave you there's a little card showing him 

outside the plane spinning the prop, did you catch that? 

B:  Yes, I did. 

H: Okay, that was before this time period, a little bit before the Civil Air Patrol was formed. 

That's autographed by the way so that's a treasure for you. 

He did that, he was a stunt one of them kinds who did some shows and so forth. Anyway he 

taught me to fly in the beginning and then later he had other instructors that finished the job. In 

fact you've got a newspaper clipping of him showing me a little bit about the cockpit in one of 

them things. You’ve got that too. 

B:  Oh, yes I did. 

H:  That was my first log time back in 1943. 

B:  How did you learn about the Civil Air Patrol? 

H:  By being there at this airport working for him, as I say kind of developed. I don't know a 

thing about how long it was in existence at all, or where that was the beginning. I don't know 

anything prior of 1943. 

B:  What did your parents think about the Civil Air Patrol and you joining that organization? 

H:  My father was deceased, and my mother was all for it. I mean, goodness her boy should go 

out in aviation. It was no objections at all. 

B:  Was there concern that you would be drafted? 

H:  Not really, not really. I guess it was just accepted that, yes, it was going to happen, but that 

was all. Others around us were drafted and gone, and maybe next inline. And that did happen. 

B:  Eventually. 

H:  Yes. 
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B:  When did you join the Civil Air Patrol? 

H:  In 1943. 

B:  What did you understand the organization to be, what did they tell you about it when you 

joined up? 

H:  It was just learning experience. As a young fellow you was interested and excited about 

aviation, and look forward to participation. But I didn’t know what lies ahead at all. 

B:  How close was the squadron to your home? 

H:  Quite close because at this time I was living with Mr. Maheux, and probably seven or eight 

miles, eight or nine miles from where we lived at the time. 

B:  But with Mr. Maheux it was a little bit closer? 

H:  No, no I lived with him. I didn’t have a home for a time period. And working for him as I did 

I live with him. 

B:  Did any of your friends join Civil Air Patrol with you? 

H:  No. 

B:  Did they know about it? 

H:  Frankly I didn’t circulate much with peers. I was busy working there and I liked what I was 

doing and with the service work that went with those pinball machines and all it was much of the 

time in the evenings. I didn’t have any social life then, I wasn’t interested. I wanted to learn 

something. So I worked all I could and learned all I could about what I was doing. 

B:  What was your schedule like? 

H:  After breakfast off you went. I had a list of places to go around servicing the pinball 

machines. Then I'd be at the airport the rest of the time. And as I said earlier it was just a matter 

of fueling up the planes, and moving them around to having them get parked in a safe area and 

that sort of thing. 
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I didn’t have any title at that age, you’ve got to think about that. I was still a kid. 

B:  How many planes were there? 

H:  I'm going to say twenty-five. 

B:  How many were Civil Air Patrol planes? 

H:  Well I really can't answer that, I just all assumed they were a part of it. We had a lot of plane 

owners in our squadron. You’ve got a couple pictures there of our group, one of them shows us 

in a parade, and another one shows us in a drill formation where we did some military drill to 

keep busy.2 

 I'm looking at here, let's see, one, two, three, four, five, I'm looking at about twenty-eight people 

in this picture that were in our squadron. 

B:  Where are you in the picture? 

H:  You don’t have that? 

B:  I do have that picture, where are you in the picture? 

H: Let me look, as you look on the left I'm the second person, I'm the good-looking one, I'm the 

second person in that line. In fact I'm the first one in that line that's go a uniform jacket and all. 

B:  Okay I see that. Behind the guy with the leather jacket? 

H:  Yes. 

B:  And in front of the guy with the glasses? 

H:  Yes. The leather jacket fellow was an owner. The one to his left was an owner, and the next 

one to his left an owner. Right across the page until you got to the ladies. The front man there is 

Captain Maheux. 

B:  What kind of a guy was he? 
                                                
2 According to a later note from Mr. Hancock, there were no official CAP planes there. 



 7 

H:  He was an ambitious person. He was all the time trying to make sales, he was sales 

motivated. He started a lot of small businesses some of which turned out to be quite big as our 

area goes. Not on the national scale but locally he had some businesses. He started a Volkswagen 

business, then he started a TV business. I'm trying to think a little later in life the RV activity 

showed up, motorhomes and all. He had a big business in motorhomes. 

Back at the time we're talking about here he had dealership for the Piper Cubs, and Luscombe, 

and the SeaBees. He's an ambitious person. 

B:  How was he as a squadron commander? 

H:  Very good, very good. He was on the ball and tried to keep it in a military atmosphere. 

B:  How did everybody else react to that? 

H:  Very good, they supported him. 

B:  What was it like having women in the squadron? 

H:  Of course there's only two or three maybe, and they had clerical positions. That made it okay. 

B:  Everybody volunteered right? 

H:  Yes, sir. There's on in this group here that became a commercial pilot what was then called 

North East Airlines with DC-3s. 

B:  How about that. 

H:  We felt good about that because we all took lessons together for a while. 

B:  What did you do for training for Civil Air Patrol? 

H: This formation we're just discussing was at the Armory at Lewiston, Maine were we had 

some classroom space, and the drill area to make us look good in a parade and so forth. But they 

taught us a little bit about meteorology and simple things. 

It wasn't like being in a school it was just a group of people keeping informed. 



 8 

B:  You also learned about flying right? 

H:  Yes, yes, I got my first log time there with the group. 

B:  Can you tell me about your first time in a plane? 

H:  This was Mr. Maheux, my first ride that was something. It was side-by-side this one. So I get 

in the air and I expected like everybody else we'd taxi out from the apron and get out on the 

runway and head out. Well that didn’t happen. We were on the apron and he revved up, he went 

across the runway and off into space. As soon as he got airborne he did a wing over. Of course 

that scared me at the time, I'd never done that of course, as I say first time see. 

That was for his pleasure, he get a kick out of that, he enjoyed that. Then right after that I began 

to get some lessons from him. 

B:  That was part of the training through CAP? 

H:  No, that was a fun trip for him. It was for his pleasure. He was playing with me. 

B:  You must have had your first solo? 

H:  Oh yeah, I got a private after a while and [later got my] seaplane rating. Solo, I can speak for 

myself about that that you take off, landed many times and they felt you were competent so he 

let you go solo all the way. 

Taking off was fun, now you get up there, run around a just little bit and come back down. Then 

you're alone now, wow you're alone. Anyway after that first touch down you’re all set. 

B:  Were you nervous? 

H:  Apprehensive. I don't know about being nervous, I can't remember that. I don’t think I was, I 

was confident. I was alight. Some that went solo out there - out of the group - they'd bounce a 

little and overshoot. Anyway I did not do that I had confidence and I did a good job, I got to say 

that. 

B:  What other stories do you have from your time with Civil Air Patrol? 
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H:  Being where we were we in land quite a bit compared to some squadrons that got into 

submarine search duty and all. We didn’t do that because our little fuel tanks wouldn't let us go 

out there and get much done. But we were available for search and rescue, and we worked with 

other Civil Defense organizations for training. There again you’ve got a clip in there of one of 

our times where we made a mock of an airplane crash and call the Civil Defense to come help us 

out, rescue. 

Things like that, we kept prepared to the unknown on the local level. We just couldn't go over 

the ocean from there. 

B:  Was there a sense that you were sort of preparing yourselves also to go to war? 

H: No, no, not that. All civilian interests, we weren't being prepared for wartime, further military 

involvement. We're just natives, home grown. 

B:  Did you hold any ranks while you were in Civil Air Patrol? 

H:  No. 

B:  Just cadet? 

H:  Yes. 

B:  Plain old cadet, okay. 

H:  Make one remark. You find that picture that shows us in the parade. You got it? 

B:  Yes, go ahead. 

H:  The one that's carrying the signboard that says Civil Air Patrol and so forth in the front, that's 

me. 

B:  Oh where are you going? That's good to know. How did the city respond to your presence, 

the Civil Air Patrol? 

H:  Say that again. 
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B:  How did the Lewiston-Auburn respond to having Civil Air Patrol around? 

H:  They were proud and thankful, and gave us support on a postal level, they didn’t make any 

donations or do anything. So a way of a celebration for us, they welcomed us we were a bunch of 

people lending ourselves to the war effort at the time, at the local level. 

B:  I see among the certificates you have a model aircraft certificate from the Navy. 

H:  I got one for the Navy some where's right, is that what it says on it? 

B:  Yes. Could you tell me a bit about what you did to get that? 

H:  Okay. I was in school, because you notice the date on that. I was in school I think I was in the 

eighth grade. For a shop project which we didn’t have much of a shop, we were in the boiler 

room or basement of this school building. Anyway our instructor was very determined to teach 

us to do something woodworking and all that. 

This come down the chute somehow, I made a model as it says on that to that specification and 

so forth. My model was of a Jap Zero fighter and off it went. It was a plain model and it [was] 

just plain black for a silhouette. They used it classroom training. They'd dangle it on the string 

for pilots to learn to recognize that model and so forth. 

B:  Oh very neat, very neat. Also among your certificates in a National Rifle Association of 

America certificate. 

H:  Okay, that comes from being an employee at the airport and at this time it was a concern 

every nook and cranny nationwide about sabotage. So even locally they had military guards on 

railroad bridges locally. They had a detachment in this town I was in of Mechanic Falls they had 

detachment station right there and they would cover several bridges in anticipation, just 

protecting it. 

Back to the certificate National Rifle Association. Being at the airport I was designated as a 

guard. Not a sentry type guard, but you watch everything. It was concerned that maybe saboteurs 

might come and try to steal off with an airplane and go do something destructive. Anyway that's 

what that was for. 
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Boy I'm telling you when I started that, you talk about not being able to hit the side of a barn, and 

I couldn't. But I got corrected and did a good job, got that done. 

B:  What was that training like? Was it a one day training? 

H:  Oh no that went over several weeks, one evening at a time for several sessions. 

B:  Were there a lot of people in that group? 

H:  No, just a few employees. 

B:  What was life like on the home front? 

H:  Gee, I don't know what to say about that. We got up had breakfast, went out and went to 

work and that's all. Because there was no gasoline to run around with you got a ration of that to 

do what you had to do. But boy you didn’t have any extra. Tires as well, you had to get the 

certificate to get another tire if you needed one. 

It was different a lot much with your gasoline per week. A private family could get five gallons a 

week. Then if you were doing something for the war effort in the light of defense work you of 

course got more. It went up from 5, to 10, to 15. I think I've got a call but I'm not going to do it. 

Anyway rationing was quite something. Food was rationed some, and butter, sugar, meat, a lot of 

things like that. 

B:  How did you see Civil Air Patrol as fitting in with the war effort? 

H:  Well we were just available to assist if anything come up. Supposed there was a trainee from 

a base somewhere that got lost didn’t get back, we were available to go out and search, such 

things as that. 

B:  Were there any people who were stationed permanently... who were on the airport on a 

permanent basis as part of Civil Air Patrol? 
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H:  The owner live there and some other employees. Between everybody they'd be somebody 

there around the clock. This was a small field you know we talked about twenty-five aircraft and 

1,800’ grass strip. So it wasn’t a very big operation. 

B:  Do you know if any of the senior officers got a stipend for their meals or anything? 

H:  I don’t follow that, say it again. 

B:  Do you know if any of the officers get a stipend for their meals? 

H:  No, no, no. It was all volunteer, you was on your own. 

B:  Very good. What are you most proud of about your service in Civil Air Patrol? 

H:  Just the fact that being a young fellow and pitching in at that time. I couldn’t do much in the 

way in defense work out there, I'm not old enough to be employee some places. Anyway, I was 

pitching in with what I could do as a civilian. 

B:  Then Uncle Sam found you. 

H:  Yeah, yeah December of ‘44 he found me. 

B:  How did your mom respond to that? 

H:  That's just the way things were. It was my turn and off I went. That's different than 

volunteering it's been a long time since anybody was drafted. So in these last several wars 

they've been all volunteers you know. 

Now that could make a difference in how things were death with back home. But when you're 

drafted it's just one way to go and that's with them. 

B:  What unit were you assigned to? 

H:  Infantry. 

B:  What division? 
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H:  It was the Seventh Infantry. 

B:  Do you remember where you did your basic training? 

H:  Fort McClellan, Alabama. 

B:  Fort McClellan, Alabama. So different piece of real estate than Maine? 

H:  Yes but didn’t see much of it other than the training grounds where you'd go out on hikes and 

play soldier out there in the woods and things like that. Lots of military drilling, although it was 

war time and they weren't as extensive as if they might have been in peacetime, because we had 

a reason to be there and to be trained. 

So they of course put a lot of effort on training you to be in the field. 

B:  Do you think that having the military bearing from Civil Air Patrol helped you out at basic 

training? 

H:  A little. By then I'd learn about how to drill, and how to sit still while the officer would be 

talking to you. It helped in that respect. 

B:  Had you been away from home before? 

H:  No. 

B:  So this is a big trip? 

H:  Yeah, in effect I didn’t have a home, my father was deceased and my mother was living by 

herself, and I was living with Maheux. Anyway it weren’t like even a real home. 

B:  Were you excited about going to training? 

H:  No. I didn’t fight it or object, that's the way things are, so off I go. 

B:  Did you have a preference as to which field of operations you wanted to be in? 
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H:  No you didn’t have any choice there. But you had a little preference about the type of service 

you might do, which in my case, I was interested in what they called, at that time, an artillery 

observer. Which meant you'd fly a small plane and go hedgehopping around looking for the 

artillery locations. But when I went in the service they didn’t need any more of that, so they 

moved me to another type of training which was infantry. 

B:  What was the train ride like across the country? 

H:  Okay, at that time they weren’t flying people around, they used surface transportation. The 

first basic training there in Alabama was targeted toward the European theater. By the time we 

got done training, basic training I'd been moved to Newportnews, Virginia to wait with others for 

a boat to go to Europe. While we were there Germany surrendered, defeated. It stopped anyway, 

so they shifted us to focus on the Pacific. 

From there we went to camp, to camp, to so forth. Finally shipped out of Seattle after having 

additional training suited to the Pacific Theatre type of warfare. Anyway off we went and after 

quite a few stops along the way I went to Hawaii for a couple of weeks for some beachhead 

landing, and then we get on another boat and we went out  a little ways to the Marshall Islands 

and gathered up some more boats, then the Caroline Islands. 

We stayed on the boats all this time except a day trip to go ashore. It was like a vacation because 

we were still waiting for the convoy to assemble. Now after the Caroline Islands we had enough 

and off we went. Not knowing where we're going but we're still not assigned to an outfit, we're 

just replacements. And I call ourselves throw away people. We're replacing people that had even 

fallen ill or had enough service time to come back home. 

While heading out that way we now encounter more Japanese submarine concern, then a little 

further on we get nearer the action which was Iwo Jima, and then Okinawa, and we begin to get 

aircraft coming on us, but they took care of them. Anyhow, I get off the boat on Okinawa and 

now we get assigned to an outfit. In a matter of a few days I got moved to where I was going to 

be a truck driver. Well that suited me fine because now I don’t have to walk. 

Then I drove on that end of Okinawa while we were there and pretty soon Japan surrendered. 

Right away they get move over into Korea, went into Korea one of the first couple of days. I was 
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there quite a while and drove all over South Korea and little bit over 38th3 at one time. Anyhow I 

enjoyed what I was doing as long as I had to be there, but when it comes time to come home I 

was ready, I come home. Come home up around Japan, up around the Aleutians and to Seattle. 

B:  Oh wow, my grandfather was in the Aleutians. 

H:  Really. 

B:  During World War II. 

H:  We didn’t get off the boat except go by there, from where we were they call that the northern 

loop to get back to the States. 

You mentioned the ride on the train, now that's another thing - all Pullmans. I enjoyed the upper 

bunks. There was the clickaty clacking and the swaying. I went through thirty-eight states on the 

train. 

B:  What was it like to see so much country? 

H:  I enjoyed it. I didn’t know where I was a lot of the time, but there was time from the scenery 

was great. There were other times we were just in a big railroad yard for a day or two for 

whatever reason, but we stayed on the train and off we'd go again. 

B:  How did you pass the time on the train? 

H:  Say that again. 

B:  How did you pass the time? 

H:  Weren't anything to do, you just sit there and look out the window. There's nothing to do. If 

you had something to read you could. I wasn’t a reader, I didn’t do that. 

I did enjoy looking out the window that was about it. 

B:  What was life like on those ships as you cross the pacific? 

                                                
3 Referring to the 38th Parallel.  
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H:  For me it was like I was heading into a black hole. I had no thoughts about coming back. I 

wasn’t afraid other than here I go, that’s it. 

I was concerned that if the boat got hit and sank I didn’t like the idea the of having to get out and 

walk out there. 

B:  That’s for sure, that's for sure. 

H:  Yeah. 

B:  You stopped in Hawaii for a little while. 

H:  Yeah, yeah, we got beach head landing training there. We got out on these landing craft 

boats. They get you almost to shore and let the ramp down and send you out. You had to wade to 

shore and make like you was getting shot at and making a landing. 

B:  Did you have any free time on Hawaii? 

H:  A little bit. One thing I remembered, most of it was in a military vessel. They took us up to 

the Dole farmland where we could see pineapples growing, and then have pineapple everything, 

cake, pies, all kinds of stuff. We had that in the mess hall. 

As for downtime to go downtown, there was none of that. 

B:  Just organized trips? 

H:  Yes. 

B:  When did you find out where you were going from Hawaii? 

H:  When we landed on Okinawa. 

B:  How far removed were you from the initial landings on Okinawa? 

H:  That I don’t know, because I don’t know where the initial landing was, I have no idea. 

B:  Do you know how long it was between the first landing and when you showed up? 
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H:  No I don’t, no. There's a time period out there we didn’t know what was really going on as 

the war proceeded from this island area to that one, the next and so forth. We didn’t know where 

we were or what was happening. 

B:  Just rolling with the punches? 

H:  Yes. 

B:  What are you most proud of about your time in the service? 

H:  I can't tell other than a few experiences out there, meeting Japanese face-to-face for the first 

time. Some could speak English and we learned a little from that. I got nothing directly to say 

that I'm proud of, it was just all in the days work. I didn’t do anything heroic. Again, it was just 

like all in a day's work, I could have been anywhere to do that sort of thing. 

B:  What was it like meeting the Japanese face-to-face in a peaceful setting? 

H:  Okay the first of it you're a little apprehensive. In fact after I'm in Korea, I was assigned to go 

with a small group to check on all Jap encampments in an area. One of these was we're supposed 

to look at all the buildings and equipment, and rolling stock to see what it would take to relocate 

them get them back and send them back home. 

Anyway one of these places there was a munitions build, and there was a Japanese guard in front 

of it. Me and another guy walked over to go look into the building like we're supposed to do. But 

he come to armed guard, and we stopped right there, he was doing his job. Anyhow we called for 

some help and officers came and get him to ease off, but we did our job. But you don’t know 

what they're thinking, that time it's all brand new to them, some of them. It was interesting. 

In fact the first day in Korea my truck stayed on the boat along with some others and we rode on 

Japanese trucks from Incheon to Seoul with a few supplies on the truck to get us in there. Next 

day we went back and get our own trucks off the boat. I never understood why that happened. 

But in these Jap trucks that were to meet us, the one we had was just two of us on that truck. 

There was a Jap officer, a driver and a soldier. Because we rode up on the back on the load and 

off we went. But there was a little apprehension about that traveling off into the unknown as their 

host almost. But anyway nothing happened. 
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B:  What do you remember about the day the war ended in Europe? 

H:  Not much other than we were just a whole bunch of like chickens in a chicken coop waiting 

for that next boat to take us to Europe. When the war was over they just said, now you guys are 

going to go somewhere else. That's all, there was no hoopla or anything where I was. 

B:  How about when Japan surrendered? 

H:  Now that was different. Boy I was on Okinawa and all the shore batteries, anti-aircraft stuff, 

them guys just all said whoopee and gave their gun turrets to us to spin and let them fire all over 

the place. You was in danger then while they were doing that. Then they stopped the celebrating, 

but that was a big deal. 

B:  Then you were immediately shipped to Korea? 

H:  Yes. 

B:  What did you think about that? 

H:  Again it was just like all in a day's work. The only thing was we knew not to expect to get 

shot at or anything like that because it was supposed to be over. Well did they really know that, 

you know you wondered all the time. Things were okay, they didn’t do anything that they 

shouldn't. 

As I mentioned a few minutes ago about this guy that came to on guard and like that, he was just 

doing his job. I don’t know how far he was going, if we hadn’t stopped right there, but we had a 

lot of help then, no concern. But for the most part they were glad to have us there so they could 

go home. 

These people in Korea at that time, as I understand it, had been fighting in Manchuria or 

something. They were at war with China for a while which I didn’t know about. But anyhow 

they weren’t fighting that like they were on Okinawa. 

B:  I forgot to ask, what was your rank, what did you start as? 

H:  Say that again. 
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B:  What rank did you start with? 

H:  I ended up being what they call a T5 that was Corporal with a Corporal's pay scale, but no 

authority. 

B: Well there you go. I want to check my list real quick and make sure that I got all my questions 

in. Is there anything that I didn’t ask you about but you want to tell me? 

H: Yeah, well okay, after I get back home, back to work at the airport where I was earlier. I 

continued flying lessons get my private license with a seaplane rating. Then went on into civilian 

life. 

B:  Excellent, did you have any contact with Civil Air Patrol after the war? 

H:  No, no. It was almost like it was disbanded. I don't know about that at all, but I had no 

contact with them until a couple years ago when they called me a presentation. 

B:  Who delivered that presentation? 

H:  The Maine wing, it was the entire Maine Wing. 

B:   You got a promotion out of it didn't you? 

H:  On paper they gave me like temporary Colonel or something like that. That's what they call 

that. Then I got a medal for distinguished service. 

B:  Excellent, excellent, and that's one of the pictures here? 

H:  Yes it is, yes. 

B:  What did you think - 

H:  And by the way you got that picture, you're looking at it? 

B:  Yes. 
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H:  That lapel button I'm wearing is the same one that I wore in that parade in 1943. I can't find it 

myself now. 

B:  It's your hood ornament. 

H:  What? 

B:  It's your hood ornament. 

H:  Yeah I guess so, yeah. 

B:  I see, that's nice. 

H:  In that bunch of stuff you've got a few small pieces there which is like pilots registration 

number. My original Civil Air Patrol membership card, if you take that out. 

B:  Oh yeah it's right here. 

H:  On the backside is my picture. 

B:  Oh I hadn’t noticed that, how about that. 

H:  Yeah, okay, just make sure you knew about that. 

B:  I forgot to ask when you did fly around with Civil Air Patrol did you ever fly over Portland? 

H: No stayed inland all the time … One more thing there's one picture here which is a page off a 

magazine, it's yellow you got that one? 

B:   Yeah. 

H:  A lot of print with a picture of me in the corner, you got that? 

B:  Yeah. 

H: Okay, if you didn’t read that yet you might enjoy some of it, because it almost like our 

interview today here. 
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B:  It was. 

H:  But in it there's one thing that we did, Captain Maheux and myself one day working with the 

Civil Defense on the ground. We went in and we bombed Lewiston-Auburn with little flour 

bags, different colors. And that was for them to respond to a different type of bomb stick. So 

that's in that item if you didn’t read it yet. 

B:  Oh yes, yes, I forget to ask you about that, what was that like? 

H:  Oh that was a big deal, I mean being able to fly right down rooftop level, and say oh let's do 

the Bates Mill, let's do the Armory, let's do the City Hall. I was a bombardier. We had a lot of 

fun doing that. 

Anyhow it was one of the few things that we could do that was more meaningful because we 

gave Civil Defense people on the ground an exercise something almost realistic. 

B:  How accurate were you as a bombardier? 

H:  I have no idea, you don’t look back. I never heard anymore. 

B:  Excellent, well it's been a pleasure talking to you, sir. 

H:  Okay, my pleasure.  

[End of recorded material 00:51:58] 
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Appendix I: Scans of Articles, Documents, and Photos 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Front of Donald Hancock’s WWII era CAP card 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Back of Donald Hancock’s WWII era CAP card 
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Figure 3. Scale Model Aircraft certificate issued to Donald Hancock by the Navy Bureau 
of Aeronautics 
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Figure 4.  Donald Hancock’s NRA certificate which he earned to help provide security at 
the airport. 
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Figure 5. CAP Squadron 112 based in Lewiston-Auburn, Maine. Donald Hancock is in the 
second person in the first column, behind the officer with the leather flight jacket 
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Figure 6.1. An article about CAP activities of Squadron 112 during the Second World War 
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Figure 6.2. Continuation of the article 
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Figure 7. Photo of a parade in Lewiston. CAP Squadron 112 marched. Donald Hancock is 
on the right holding the sign. 
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Figure 7.1. An article about CAP Squadron 112. Donald Hancock is the cadet in the 

photo. 
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Figure 7.2. Continuation of the article 
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Figure 8. Flight school graduation certificate 
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Figure 9. Maine pilot registration 
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Figure 10. A reprint of the Figure 7 in the local newspaper 
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Figure 11. An article about Donald Hancock’s promotion to Colonel at the 2011 Maine 
Wing Conference 
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Figure 12. Donald Hancock (left) is honored for his service in CAP during the Second 
World War and was promoted to Colonel 
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